Primary lateral sclerosis: a neuropsychological study.
Nine patients with clinically diagnosed, radiologically supported primary lateral sclerosis underwent cognitive testing. None was demented, but eight had mild cognitive impairment. Performances were most consistently impaired on neuropsychological tests sensitive to frontal lobe functions, followed by tests sensitive to memory. Cognitive testing may be useful in helping to establish a cortical localization in patients with the syndrome of progressive spasticity. There are potential nosologic relations between primary lateral sclerosis and other degenerative frontal lobe syndromes, such as frontal lobe dementia and progressive spasticity with dementia.